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Implementing the Amsterdam Declaration of the Third 
High-level Meeting of the Transport, Health and 

Environment Pan-European Programme (THE PEP) 
 

DRAFT OUTLINE (5 July 2013) 
 
 

 
 
A. Introduction 
 
1. Following the Third High-level Meeting on Transport, Health and 
Environment in January 2009 in Amsterdam, the Steering Committee and its Bureau 
underlined the importance of monitoring the implementation of THE PEP programme 
and of progress made by Member States at national level toward the attainment of the 
four Amsterdam Goals. These reports will facilitate the assessment of progress made 
and provide valuable information about the achievements and obstacles encountered 
by Member States and other stakeholders in attaining the Amsterdam Goals and in 
implementing THE PEP. In turn, this feedback will provide elements to adjust THE 
PEP work programme to better meet the needs of Member States.  

2. In fall 2011, THE PEP secretariat conducted a pilot testing of a draft 
questionnaire among Member States. The results were presented to the Steering 
Committee at its ninth session and the committee endorsed the questionnaire with 
minor changes for future use. Using the updated questionnaire in summer 2012, THE 
PEP secretariat conducted the second survey among all Member States of the 
UNECE-WHO/Europe region that have at least one THE PEP Focal Point (n=46) to 
gather self-assessed qualitative information on the state of national implementation of 
THE PEP and the Goals of the Amsterdam Declaration, the main developments, 
challenges and enabling factors as well recommendations for further strengthening the 
process. The same questionnaire will be repeated in summer 2013 and a complete 
report covering the years 2011 to 2013 will be drafted for the 4HLM. The report will 
provide an overview of the implementation in the reporting countries and at the 
regional level, highlighting good practices from across the Region. 

3. In addition to reporting to the 4HLM, this report will also contribute to the 
Mid-Term Review of the European Environment and Health Process (EHP), 
scheduled to take place in 2014, as THE PEP is directly contributing to achieving 
Regional Priority Goal 2 (RPG2) of the Parma Declaration on Environment and 
Health of 2010. As agreed by the European Environment and Health Task Force at its 
extraordinary meeting held in June 2012 in The Hague (Netherlands), THE PEP 
survey will be formally used to report on RPG2 implementation.   

4. Eleven of the 14 reporting Member States in 2012 also completed the 
questionnaire in 2011, theoretically allowing for some limited comparisons across one 
year. Three Member States reported for the first time and two did not report again in 
2012. In order to further increase the response rate, the questionnaire will also be 
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shared with WHO’s Environment and Health Focal Points in 2013, to complement the 
existing THE PEP Focal Points. 

5. While replies have so far been received from across the region, the low 
number of replies limits the possibility to draw conclusions on trends in geographical 
terms.  

 
 
B. Structure of the report 
 
6. The general structure of the report will follow the structure of the 
questionnaire (see Annex). Each section will include THE PEP outputs and pan-
European actions and progress made by Member States. Attention will also be given 
to areas for which a lack of action is reported in order to identify recommendations for 
future implementation. 

7. The main structure of the report is proposed as following: 

Implementation of the Amsterdam Goals 
 
• Priority Goal 1: to contribute to sustainable economic development and 

stimulate job creation through investment in environment- and health-
friendly transport. 

• Priority Goal 2: to manage sustainable mobility and promote a more 
efficient transport system 

• Priority Goal 3: to reduce emissions of transport-related greenhouse gases, 
air pollutants and noise 

• Priority Goal 4: to promote policies and actions conducive to healthy and 
safe modes of transport 

 
Implementation of THE PEP 
 
• THE PEP Implementation mechanisms 

• Policy, regulatory and operational frameworks that support the promotion 
of THE PEP 

Considerations for the future of THE PEP 
 
8. The report will also provide an opportunity for highlighting good practices 
from around the region, giving concrete examples of actions that can be taken at 
national, sub-national and local level. 
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Annex: THE PEP Questionnaire 
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