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THE PEP Partnership on child- and youth-friendly mobility 

Building forward better – implementing the Vienna Declaration: A child- and youth-friendly transport 
planning not only increases the safety of young people, but provides more well-being and quality of life 
for all! 

Children and youth are the society of tomorrow. If we want them to be able to look forward to their 
future, we have to act now. As numerous studies show, young people feel helpless in the face of the 
climate and health crisis, and they feel left behind by older generations. They believe that politics don’t 
take climate and environmental protection seriously enough.  

 

Motorised transport is one of the main causes of climate change and it entails a series of other 
environmental and health burdens, such as physical inactivity and air pollution. Children and youth are 
affected by this the most. There is an urgent need for action to draw greater attention to the health and 
needs of children and young people, to take them into account in transport planning and to create 
appropriate child- and youth-friendly services. Young people should also be able to have their own say 
in the matters at hand.  

Ministers of the THE PEP Member States recognize that fostering climate friendly habits during 
childhood and adolescence is hugely important, as these form the basis for behaviour in adulthood. 
Consequently, the decision was made to launch a new partnership to address child- and youth-friendly 
mobility.  

Building on experience in the field of child- and youth-friendly mobility in Austria, the Austrian Federal 
Ministry for Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and Technology, and the 
Austrian Federal Ministry for Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection as well as the Austrian 
Federal Chancellery have constituted the THE PEP (Transport, Health and Environment Pan-European 
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Programme) Partnership on child- and youth-friendly mobility. This partnership was officially initiated 
during the 5th High Level Meeting of THE PEP on May 18th, 2021 in Vienna, based on the adopted Vienna 
Declaration.  

The relevant passage in the Vienna Declaration reads as follows: 

 

Priorities in the recently adopted Vienna Declaration are to create awareness of the importance of child- 
and youth-friendly mobility and the needs of this target group, to facilitate good-practice exchange, 
knowledge transfer and sharing of learning experiences, to support the development and 
implementation of measures for child- and youth-friendly mobility and to elaborate guidelines, tools, as 
well as practical workshops in the field of child- and youth-friendly mobility.  

In addition, at the initiative of Austria, the Youth Position Paper 
(https://www.klimaaktiv.at/service/publikationen/mobilitaet/the-pep.html) was compiled by young 
people from 13 Member States to serve as an impetus for further steps.  

The Member States participating in the THE PEP Partnership are promoting a child- and youth-friendly 
mobility, in particular in the following areas: 

• Awareness raising 
o Networking, knowledge and experience exchange (good-practice-examples from different 

countries) between relevant stakeholders on a national and Pan-European level. 
o Sharpening awareness for the needs of young people among all stakeholders. 
o Intersectoral workshops for networking, thematic workshops and trainings, organised study 

visits in and between Member States and development of joint cross-border projects, 
including acquisition of funding. 

• Spatial planning 
o Consideration of the specific needs of children and youth in spatial planning decisions, both 

in urban and in rural spatial planning. 
o Creation of child- and youth-friendly designs for urban cities and urban streets, urban 

greening, etc. 
• Transport infrastructure, including public transportation services  

o Increase of institutional capacity of relevant organisations, both human capacity and 
monetary resources, to advance a child and youth friendly transportation infrastructure. 

o Creation of a child- and youth-appropriate transport infrastructure. 
o Fostering safe and independent active mobility of children and the youth on educational 

and recreational routes and redistribution of public space in favour of attractive public 
play and recreation areas as well as consumption-free spaces for young people. 

o Development of child- and youth-friendly, comfortable, attractive and safe mobility 
services (incl. “Mobility-as-a-Service” (MaaS) and digitalisation) and creation of improved, 
cross-border transport connections. 

https://www.klimaaktiv.at/service/publikationen/mobilitaet/the-pep.html
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• Health promotion through Active Mobility in line with a “Health in All Policies” (HiAP) approach. 
• Mobility management 

o Development of tools (guidelines, planning instruments, handbooks, toolboxes) for the 
implementation of sustainable child- and youth-appropriate mobility solutions.  

o Integration of mobility management and awareness raising for a climate-friendly mobility 
(incl. materials, publications) in kindergarten, schools, extracurricular youth activities, etc. 

• Participation of children and youth 
o Active involvement of young people in the implementation of concrete measures where 

possible 

 

 

Contact: Ms. Kathrin Chiu, pcy@energyagency.at  

We are looking forward to an exciting shared exchange and learning in the field of child- and youth- 
friendly mobility! 

  

mailto:pcy@energyagency.at
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Organisational background information 

What is THE PEP? 

Supported by the secretariats of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), 
Transport and Environment Divisions in Geneva and the World Health Organization Regional Office for 
Europe (WHO/Europe), THE PEP is a unique policy platform that seeks to encourage transport 
policymakers and urban planners to consider the health and environmental impacts of transport and 
address them through shared policy approaches. By bringing together the Ministries of transport, health 
and environment, THE PEP acknowledges the importance of linking these different sectors. 

For more information about THE PEP please check https://thepep.unece.org/  

THE PEP Partnership on child- and youth-friendly mobility 

This partnership was officially announced in the course of the 5th High-Level Meeting of THE PEP in 
Vienna, May 18th 2021. It aims at bringing together the relevant stakeholders responsible for climate 
action, mobility, health, children and youth on an European level in order to promote a child- and youth-
friendly mobility in the pan-European region. It was jointly initiated by the Austrian Federal Ministry of 
Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and Technology and the Austrian Federal 
Ministry of Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection, as well as the Austrian Federal 
Chancellery with the Competence Center for Youth. This partnership is supplemented by the already 
developed Youth Position Paper.  

 

A milestone for climate-friendly and healthy mobility in Europe: Federal Minister Leonore Gewessler 
and Federal Minister Wolfgang Mückstein, together with Austrian Chair of THE PEP Robert Thaler, 
present the Vienna Ministerial Declaration “Building forward better by transforming to new, clean, safe, 
healthy and inclusive mobility and transport” on May 18th 2021 in Vienna, Austria. 
 

https://thepep.unece.org/
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How can we join the THE PEP Partnership on child- and youth-friendly mobility? 

The countries of the Pan-European region are invited to nominate one or more representatives to take 
part in the partnership and its meetings (approx. twice a year). Consideration needs to be given to the 
involvement of young people where possible. The members of the partnership are participating in the 
partnership at their own costs (e.g. costs for travel and accomodation to participate in the meetings). 
There is no possibility for funding or co-financing available. Appropriate funding at EU-level is currently 
being searched for. 

 
What kind of contribution is expected from the members of this partnership? 

There is no obligation for a contribution besides the active participation in the meetings and the 
willingness to exchange information between the partners. Any other contribution to the partnership is 
very welcome (e.g. hosting a meeting, external experts working on specific issues). Active youth 
participation is also desireable.  

 
When will the partnership meet? 

A first partnership meeting was held on December 13th, 2021, in Austria, Vienna, in a hybrid format. The 
goals of the meeting were  

• a first exchange of information on already existing child- and youth-friendly mobility policies in 
each country and  

• a common definition of topics to be covered in more detail (agenda setting).  

The next meeting of the partnership is planned in May 2022. More information will be provided as soon 
as availabe. 

 
Where do I get more information? 

For any questions concerning the THE PEP Partnership on child- and youth-friendly mobility, please 
don’t hesitate to contact Ms. Kathrin Chiu at pcy@energyagency.at.  

She is coordinating the work of this partnership on behalf of the Austrian Federal Ministries. 

Kathrin Chiu I pcy@energyagency.at I +43 664 839 08 94 

 


