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Meeting of 29 March 2022 (1st)
• Attended by representatives of following member States: Armenia, Austria, France, Malta, North Macedonia, Norway, 

Russian Federation, Spain and Switzerland. The Partnership on Sustainable, Low-Carbon Transport (SLOCAT) was 
also represented.

• The Group elected two Vice-Chairs of THE PEP Bureau, Mr. Eloïs Divol (France) and Mr. Robert Thaler (Austria), as 
its Co-Chairs.

• The members agreed the strategy should be “objective-oriented” and be implemented until 2030 (tentative end year)
• The Group agreed a consultant should be hired to assist its work
• The Group asked the secretariat to prepare a document highlighting potential options for financing of consultant

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The secretariat noted that: the actions and the activities within the strategy needed to fit within the wider framework of the Vienna Declaration; and that, if the strategy was defined too widely, it would need to involve the Inland Transport Committee, the Committee on Environmental Policy and other relevant bodies. Casting the net too widely would make the strategy unimplementable and difficult to translate into actions for THE PEP. The members noted that the key issues of urban or suburban transportation, as well as transportation in rural areas, and impacts on human health and environment needed to be included, along with aspects of transport externalities. The members agreed that the strategy should be “objective-oriented” and be implemented until 2030 (tentative end year).The secretariat also briefed participants on the work on gender in transport, health and environment, and underlined importance of mainstreaming gender to achieve the strategy's objectives.The members of the Group agreed that a consultant should be hired to assist its work, as the secretariat lacked the resources to provide necessary support to development of a draft strategy to be shared with the Steering Committee.The secretariat noted that the financial position of THE PEP trust fund (UNECE and WHO trust funds) was unsustainable and was suffering from a continual reduction in ongoing annual expenditure that was not being matched by member State contributions. The Group asked the secretariat to prepare a document highlighting potential options for the financing of consultancy support. 
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Meeting of 31 May 2022 (2nd)
• Attended by representatives of following member States: Armenia, Austria, France, Malta, Montenegro, Norway, 

Republic of Moldova, Russian Federation, Serbia and Switzerland. The Partnership on Sustainable, Low-Carbon 
Transport (SLOCAT) was also represented.

• The outline for the pan-European strategy on transport, health and the environment, including the proposed timeline of 
work and the draft terms of reference for a consultant, was circulated prior to the meeting.

• The Group reviewed the outline and the comments made and agreed on a revised version.
• The Group decided it would be more realistic to foresee discussion of the advanced outline of the strategy, rather than 

a first draft of the strategy itself, at the 20th session of the Steering Committee (17–19 October 2022). The Group 
agreed to propose to the Steering Committee the review of the timeline for finalization of the strategy

• The Group reviewed the terms of reference and aligned them more closely with the revised outline of the strategy

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The secretariat informed the Group that the Outline for the pan-European strategy on transport, health and the environment, including the proposed timeline of work and the draft terms of reference for a consultant, had been circulated prior to the meeting.Austria, Russian Federation and Slovenia had provided comments on the outline during the three-week commenting period that had begun on 8 April 2022, and SLOCAT had made suggestions regarding the terms of reference. The Group reviewed the outline and the comments made and agreed on a revised version.The Co-Chair noted the current geopolitical situation had hampered funding and recruitment of a consultant and might slow development of the strategy. The Group decided that it would be more realistic to foresee discussion of the advanced outline of the strategy – as you have in official document no. 5 (ECE/AC.21/SC/2022/5-EUCHP2219536/1.1/5), rather than a first draft of the strategy itself, at the 20th session of the Steering Committee (17–19 October 2022). The Group agreed to propose to the Steering Committee the review of the timeline for finalization of the strategy.The secretariat provided an update on the financing of the consultant to support preparation of the strategy and recalled the consultation by email of the Bureau and Steering Committee on the use of funds from the trust fund. Those bodies had confirmed that $35,000 might be used from the trust fund managed by UNECE to hire a consultant. The Group reviewed the terms of reference and aligned the document more closely with the revised outline of the strategy. It was decided that a notice would be issued on the United Nations career website and circulated to members of the Group so that they might forward the notice to qualified candidates. The reports of the first two meetings of the ad hoc group are presented to you in official document no. 9 (ECE/AC.21/SC/2022/9-EUCHP2219536/1.1/9)
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Bureau Meeting of 23 June 2022 (40th)
• The Chair of the Bureau recalled the mandate and timeline
• The secretariat reported that the terms of reference for a consultant were ready for posting on the United Nations 

careers website
• The Bureau member from the Russian Federation suggested that the Steering Committee consider a timeline for the 

strategy that would go beyond 2030. Thanks to the support of the consultant, the strategy could also include a more 
comprehensive and innovative way of conceiving transport and mobility for future years

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Chair recalled the mandate received from the Fifth High-level Meeting to develop a comprehensive pan-European strategy on transport, health and the environment, for adoption in 2023. She also recalled that the Steering Committee had established an ad-hoc working group to lead the preparatory work.The secretariat summarized the content of the outline of the strategy drafted by the ad-hoc working groups at its first two online meetings, on 29 March and 31 May 2022. The terms of reference for a consultant to support the work of the ad-hoc working group were ready for posting on the United Nations careers website. The secretariat was to circulate the vacancy announcement among Bureau members as soon as it had been posted.The Bureau member from the Russian Federation suggested that the Steering Committee consider a timeline for the strategy that would go beyond 2030. Thanks to the support of the consultant, the strategy could also include a more comprehensive and innovative way of conceiving transport and mobility for future years. 
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Meeting of 28 September 2022 (3rd)
• Attended by representatives of the following member States: Austria, France, Malta, The Netherlands, Norway, 

Russian Federation and Switzerland. The Partnership on Sustainable, Low-Carbon Transport (SLOCAT) was also 
represented.

• The secretariat reported completion of the selection process for a consultant: Mr. Andrea Rosa 
• RIVM (with financial support of the Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management of the Netherlands) will support 

the process by organizing meetings, drafting agendas, collecting input, and preparing meeting minutes

• Next meeting on 1 December 2022 (10:00-12:30 CET)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The secretariat reported completion of the selection process for a consultant. Andrea Rosa will support the drafting of the strategy. Also, RIVM (with financial support of the Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management of the Netherlands) will support the process by organizing meetings, drafting agendas, collecting input, and preparing meeting minutes. More detailed distribution of work between Andrea Rosa and RIVM will be discussed bilaterally.The secretariat reported that the updated version of the outline of the strategy had been submitted as a formal document to the Steering Committee Session in October 2022. The Group requested that the consultant to be asked to prepare a draft document in advance of next meeting of the Ad Hoc working group (to be circulated second half of November). Suggested date for next meeting: 1 December 2022, 10:00–12:30, CET
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Meeting of 28 September 2022 (3rd) (cont’d)
Scope
• The Group concluded that the strategy could be developed in the broader context of Transport, Health, and 

Environment. THE PEP should, however, be used as a guide for the scope (e.g., focus on road transport).

Timeline
• The following timeline was suggested for proposal to the Steering Committee: 

• presentation of advanced draft strategy in Autumn 2023 
• initiation of work on legal instrument in Autumn 2023
• while finalizing work on strategy by Autumn 2024
• work only on legal instrument thereafter and finalize in 2025.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Group concluded that the strategy could be developed in the broader context of Transport, Health, and Environment; THE PEP should, however, be used as a guide for the scope (e.g., focus on road transport).The co-chair recalled that the Steering Committee received the mandate to develop the Strategy by 2023 for adoption. However, the geopolitical situation had significantly slowed the process. The secretariat had allocated the financial resources to recruit a consultant. But it might be challenging to finalize and adopt the Strategy in 2023. Recalled also that development of the strategy is linked to preparation of possible legal instruments.The following timeline was suggested for proposal to the Steering Committee: presentation of advanced draft strategy in Autumn 2023 and initiation of work on legal instrument in Autumn 2023, while finalizing work on strategy by Autumn 2024. Work only on legal instrument after that and finalize in 2025. 
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